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Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Obadiah, the one who received the vision in 1:1; means “servant of the Lord” 

 Shortest book in the OT; not quoted in NT 

 Not much known for certain about the author; supposed that he was from the southern kingdom of Judah; 

likely a contemporary of Elijah and Elisha 

 Date of writing difficult to determine; it is tied to the Edomite assaults on Jerusalem; Obadiah wrote shortly 

after the attack; book is an oracle against Edom 

Background and Setting 

 Historical Background 

 Edomites trace their origin to Esau, the firstborn of Isaac and Rebekah; Edom means „red‟ 

 Esau showed a disregard for the covenant by marrying two Canaanite women 

 He settled in a region of mountains south of the Dead Sea—Edom 

 The struggle that began in the womb between Jacob and Esau continued in their descendants, the 

Israelites and Edomites; history of military conflict 

The Message of the Book of Obadiah 

 Common Themes in the Oracle 

 Universal rule of Yahweh 

 He is the Lord of all nations and places, not just Israel 

 He orders the history of nations and reveals His will to His prophets 

 The outworking in Israel of the Abrahamic covenant 

 The book is a case study of Genesis 12:1-3—“I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse 

you” 

 God will bring judgment on Edomites for their opposition of Judah 

 Same message to Edom as Nahum gave to Nineveh 

 Nowhere to hide from God, even in the rocks (capital city was Petra) 

 They would be judged because they messed with God‟s people 

 Judah’s Restoration 

 Will include receiving the territory of the Edomites 

 God will punish the Edomites but have mercy on 

Israel 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 


